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12 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OP INTERNATIONAL LAW 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused 
the seal of the United States to be affixed. 

Done in the District of Columbia, this eleventh day of Decem- 
ber, in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred 
[seal.]] and seventeen, and of the independence of the United 
States the one hundred and forty-second. 

Woodrow Wilson. 
By the President: 

Robert Lansing, 

Secretary of State. 



EXECUTIVE ORDER ESTABLISHING CENSORSHIP OE SUBMARINE CABLES, 
TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE LINES 

No. 2604. April 28, 1917 

Whereas, the existence of a state of war between the United States 
and the Imperial German Government makes it essential to the public 
safety that no communication of a character which would aid the 
enemy or its allies shall be had, 

Therefore, by virtue of the power vested in me under the Con- 
stitution and by the Joint Resolution passed by Congress on April 6, 
1917, declaring the existence of a state of war, it is ordered that all 
companies or other persons, owning, controlling or operating tele- 
graph and telephone lines or submarine cables, are hereby prohibited 
from transmitting messages to points without the United States, and 
from delivering messages received from such points, except those 
permitted under rules and regulations to be established by the Secre- 
tary of War for telegraph and telephone lines, and by the Secretary 
of the Navy for submarine cables. 

To these Departments, respectively, is delegated the duty of pre- 
paring and enforcing rules and regulations under this order to accom- 
plish the purpose mentioned. 

This order shall take effect from date. 

Woodrow Wilson. 
The White House, 

88 April, 1917. 



